Car Dealerships In Georgia

Group 1 was founded as a public corporation in 1997 with B.
B. Hollingsworth as chairman and CEO. The founding
dealership owners were Bob Howard of Oklahoma City,
Sterling McCall, Kevin Whalen of Houston, and Charles Smith
of Beaumont. 2c1306f06e == Corporate strategy ==
2¢1306f06e Sonic Automotive was launched as a public
company in November 1997 by O Bruton Smith. At the time,
the company had 20 stores, representing 15 brands and
several hundred employees. The Smith family holds over 30%
of the total shares outstanding but has over 80% of the voting
power because of a dual-class structure with Super-voting
stock. 2¢1306f06e DriveTime buys 150,000 cars annually at
various auctions. After auction, the company puts the
purchased cars through a 14-day inspection at one of its 24
inspection centers. It makes necessary repairs before sending
the vehicles to its dealerships. Approximately 8 percent of cars
bought at auction do not pass the inspection process and are
not sold through its dealerships. 2c1306f06e == History ==
2¢1306f06e

DriveTime It also spun off Carvana and GO Financial,
SilverRock Group Inc, and Bridgecrest Acceptance
Corporation. The company was formerly known as Ugly
Duckling and was renamed DriveTime in 2002. As of 2018,
DriveTime had approximately 145 locations in the U. It is
based in Tempe, Arizona, and sells and finances cars to



Car Dealerships In Georgia

customers around the nation. It uses a proprietary credit
scoring model to finance car purchases at its dealerships in-
house, including subprime DriveTime Automotive Group Inc.
and 3,800 employees. S. previously owned vehicles to car-
buyers. is an American used car retailer and finance company
2c1306f06e

Enterprise Rent-A-Car was established in St. Louis, Missouri,
in 1957 by Jack C. Taylor. Originally known as "Executive
Leasing Company," in 1969, Taylor renamed the company
"Enterprise" after the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise, on
which he served during World War II. 2¢1306f06e Over time,
as Saturn drained resources from GM's extensive brand
network, the brand would be gradually re-integrated into the
GM corporate hierarchy, losing its semi-independent nature
and beginning to work on models that increasingly
compromised the independence of the brand, first with mild
use of shared GM products and platforms... 2c1306f06e The
company is owned by its chairman, Ernest Garcia II, who
bought the company... 2c1306f06e The company is led by CEO
Daryl Kenningham and CFO Daniel McHenry. 2¢1306f06e
Group 1 also acquired dealer groups in the U.K. including:
Barons Group, Chandlers Group, Essex Audi Group, Elms
Group, Think... 2c1306f06e DriveTime is a private company
headquartered in Tempe, Arizona. The company's business
model is focused on selling previously owned vehicles to car-
buyers. It uses a proprietary credit scoring model to finance
car purchases at its dealerships in-house, including subprime
lending. 2¢1306f06e
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Akins Motorsports The team was formed in 1992 by Brad
Akins, owner of several car dealerships in Georgia and Akins
Motorsports, formerly Akins-Sutton Motorsports was a
NASCAR team based in Mooresville, North Carolina, which is
near Charlotte. The team was known for its Great Clips-
sponsored #38 car in the Busch Series (now the O'Reilly Auto
Parts Series), which was later fielded by Braun Racing and
Turner Scott Motorsports. The team was formed in 1992 by
Brad Akins, owner of several car dealerships in Georgia and
team pit crew member, and Bob Sutton who served as the
team's financial manager. based in Mooresville, North
Carolina, which is near Charlotte. At the time the team was
sold to Braun Racing in 2006, it was owned by longtime team
general manager Doug Stringer 2¢1306f06e

== Company information == 2c1306f06e Asbury Automotive
was formed in 1995 by Tom Gibson, a former vice president
with Subaru of America. 2¢1306f06e Sonic Automotive
operates in 24 states with more than 100 dealerships
representing over 25 different brands of automobiles. The
dealerships market new and used cars, replacement parts and
vehicle maintenance, as well as collision repair services.
2¢1306f06e == History == 2¢1306f06e Tesla maintains that
to properly explain to consumers the advantages its cars have
over vehicles with an internal combustion engine, it cannot
rely on third-party dealerships to handle its sales. Tesla has
also argued it is not subject to franchise laws because it has
never had franchised dealers. Economists have characterized
laws that require independent dealers to sell cars as a form of
rent-seeking that extracts rents from manufacturers of cars
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and increases costs for consumers of cars while raising profits
for car dealers. 2¢1306f06e == Operations == 2¢1306f06e
While CarMax stores focus on marketing used vehicles, the
company acquired its first new car franchise with Chrysler
Corporation in 1996. By 1999, it added new vehicle franchises
for Mitsubishi Motors, Toyota, and Nissan. In late 2021,
CarMax sold its last new vehicle dealership, located in
Kenosha, Wisconsin, to the Rydell Company. 2c¢1306f06e

Asbury Automotive Group 242 on the 2025 Fortune 500 list.
Founded in 1995, it was ranked No. 11 dealerships outright in
1997. Nalley oversaw the stores until his retirement in 2004;
his sons currently own dealerships across Alabama, Georgia,
and Asbury Automotive Group is an American company based
in the Atlanta area that operates auto dealerships in various
parts of the United States 2c1306f06e

Subsequent acquisitions in the US include the Gene Messer
Automotive Group, Maxwell Auto Group, Ira Motor Group,
Bohn Auto Group, Pat Peck Auto Group, Miller Automotive
Group among many others. These are based in various
locations in the United States. In 2021, Group 1 completed its
largest acquisition, the Prime Automotive Group, consisting of
28 dealerships in the northeast U.S. 2c1306f06e

CarMax (branded as CARmax) is a used vehicle retailer based
in the United States. purchased remaining shares of Edmunds.
com, Inc. , opening its first location in September 1993 in
Richmond, Virginia. It operates two business segments:
CarMax Sales Operations and CarMax Auto Finance. There
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are CarMax retail locations in 41 states as well as customer
CarMax, Inc. located in Richmond, Virginia. As of January
2025, CarMax operates 253 locations. The company began as
a side business of Circuit City Corporation, Inc. CarMax Auto
Finance operates from Kennesaw, Georgia. In 2021 CarMax,
Inc. (edmunds) making it a wholly owned subsidiary
2c1306f06e

Effective December 1, 2025, CarMax appointed David
McCreight as interim president and CEO. In addition, Tom
Folliard, an executive with a 30 years of experience with the
company... 2¢1306f06e It abruptly ceased operations on
September 24, 2008, as a result of the ongoing troubles in the
subprime lending markets and slower car sales. At the closure,
there were 13 dealerships in the Heard chain, plus one that
had closed two weeks prior. Four days after the closure of its
dealerships, Bill Heard Enterprises filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection. 2c1306f06e Eventually, Asbury would
expand out of the Atlanta area, adding St. Louis-based Plaza
Motors while acquiring David McDavid's Texas dealerships,
and later the Jacksonville, Florida.-based Coggin Automotive
and Tampa, Florida-based Courtesy Automotive in 1998. A
joint venture with the North Carolina-based Crown
Automotive Group in 1999 saw Asbury eventually take full
ownership of those dealerships, while moving... 2c1306f06e

Enterprise Rent-A-Car The company has historically
concentrated on what it calls "home city" rentals, often people
renting a car while their own was being repaired, but has
expanded to airport-based rentals, especially after its parent
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company's acquisition of Alamo and National in 2007. Louis.
Enterprise is the flagship brand of Enterprise Holdings, which
also owns other agencies including Alamo Rent a Car and
National Car Rental. In addition to renting vehicles, Enterprise
sells vehicles that are displaced from its fleet at used car
dealerships nationwide as Enterprise Car Sales Enterprise
Rent-A-Car is an American car rental agency headquartered in
Clayton, Missouri, in Greater St 2c1306f06e

In addition to car rental, Enterprise Holdings also markets
other transportation services under the Enterprise name
including commercial fleet management, used car sales under
the name Enterprise Car Sales, and commercial truck rental
operations. 2c1306f06e At its peak, the company operated
dealerships in Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, Florida, Texas,
Arizona and Nevada. By 2008, Bill Heard Enterprises was the
11th-largest automobile dealer in the United States (and as
high as seventh at the start of the 21st century), the largest in
the state of Georgia, and the largest dealer of Chevrolet
automobiles. 2c1306f06e == History == 2¢1306f06e

Bill Heard Enterprises Founded in 1919, it operated a group of
automobile dealerships, primarily in the Southern United
States. Enterprises was a company based in Columbus,
Georgia. Founded in 1919, it operated a group of automobile
dealerships, primarily in the Southern United States Bill
Heard Enterprises was a company based in Columbus, Georgia
2c1306f06e

Saturn marketed itself as a "different kind of car company"
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and operated quasi-independently from its parent
company,—comprehensively introducing a new car, dealer
network, pricing structure, workforce and independently
managed manufacturing plant in Spring Hill, Tennessee. The
first cars themselves launched five years after the company's
inception, and they advanced GM's spaceframe
construction—manifesting Saturn's market proposition with
their dent-resistant polymer exterior panels. 2c1306f06e ==
History == 2¢1306f06e

Group 1 Automotive Group 1 sells new and used cars and light
trucks, arranges Group 1 Automotive, Inc. is an international
Fortune 300 automotive retailer with automotive dealerships
and collision centers in the United States and the United
Kingdom. As of 2024, the company employs over 20,000
people globally. retailer with automotive dealerships and
collision centers in the United States and the United Kingdom.
Group 1 sells new and used cars and light trucks, arranges
financial services, provides maintenance and repair services,
and sells vehicle parts 2c1306f06e

Sonic Automotive The company was founded by O Bruton
Smith and completed its initial public offering on the NYSE in
1997. Sonic Automotive operates in 24 states with more than
100 dealerships representing over 25 different brands of
automobiles. The dealerships market Sonic Automotive is a
Fortune 500 company based in Charlotte, North Carolina, and
is the fifth largest automotive retailer in the United States as
measured by total revenues. in 1997 2¢1306f06e
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== Busch Series == 2¢1306f06e One of the company's
original moves was to form a joint venture with Atlanta-based
dealer Jim Nalley before acquiring his 11 dealerships outright
in 1997. Nalley oversaw the stores until his retirement in
2004; his sons currently own dealerships across Alabama,
Georgia, and Tennessee. 2c1306f06e Sonic ranked 300th on
the 2022 Fortune 500 list. The company also is a member of
the Russell 2000 Index. 2c¢1306f06e CarMax's headquarters is
located in Richmond, Virginia. CarMax Auto Finance operates
from Kennesaw, Georgia. There are CarMax retail locations in
41 states as well as customer service call centers. 2c1306f06e
== About == 2¢1306f06e

Saturn Corporation Saturn&#039;s 500,000th car,
&quot;Carla&quot;, was built. In May 1995, Saturn&#039;s
one millionth car entered the market. In 1996, Saturn
dealerships distributed the electric The Saturn Corporation,
also known as Saturn LLC, was an American automobile
manufacturer, a registered trademark established on January
7, 1985, as a subsidiary of General Motors. The company was
an attempt by GM to compete directly with Japanese imports
and transplants, initially in the American compact car market.
The company was known for its "no-haggle" sales technique
2¢1306f06e

With 148 dealerships and 198 franchises representing 31
American, European, and Asian brands, it is the third largest
automotive retailer in the United States as of March 2022.
2c1306f06e
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Tesla US dealership disputes century and extend to online in-
state sales. Unlike other automakers, Tesla does not rely on
franchised auto dealerships to sell vehicles and instead
directly sells vehicles through its website and a network of
company-owned stores. All 50 states have laws that limit or
ban manufacturers from selling vehicles directly to customers,
with many states requiring that new cars be sold only by
franchised dealers. has faced dealership disputes in several
US states as a result of franchise laws. Such regulations
protect dealerships from manufacturers opening their own
dealerships and competing against resellers Electric car
manufacturer Tesla, Inc 2¢1306f06e
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